
©2023 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

1

W E E K L A R G E  G R O U P

F E B R U A RY 2 0 2 4
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TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Show Me the Way
The Kindness of Jesus

Matthew 8:1-4,
Matthew 19:13-15,
Matthew 9:10-13

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Jesus showed us how to be kind.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

“You are God’s chosen people.
You are holy and dearly loved.

So put on tender mercy and 
kindness as if they were your 

clothes. Don’t be proud.
Be gentle and patient.”

Colossians 3:12, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Kindness—Showing others they are 
valuable by how you treat them

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

T O D A Y ’ S  S U G G E S T E D  S C H E D U L E

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed 
description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other 
resources to help you prepare.

Hos t
W H A T  Y O U  N E E D :

• Host

B I B L E  S  T O R Y
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :

• Storyteller
• Volunteers:
ú Worship Leader or other helper (male)
ú Several kids
ú Small Group Leader (male)

• Bible
• Table with plastic tablecloth
• Instant camera (such as a Polaroid®), with film
• Large piece of foam board, with a square cut out of

the middle using a precision craft knife so that it looks
like the frame of an instant picture (Polaroid®-style)

• Two brackets attached to the back of the foam board
“picture frame” so that it stands up straight; these
could be simple plastic or wood L brackets (meant for
shelves), or simple bookend(s).

• Lots of small bandages to put all over the first
volunteer in the story

• A fancy robe for the leader playing Matthew to wear

B I B L E  S T O R Y

The Kindness of Jesus
Matthew 8:1-4, Matthew 19:13-15, 
Matthew 9:10-13

Sc r ip tu r e
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Show Me the Way
The Kindness of Jesus
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Matthew 19:13-15,
Matthew 9:10-13

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Jesus showed us how to be kind.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

“You are God’s chosen people.
You are holy and dearly loved.

So put on tender mercy and 
kindness as if they were your 

clothes. Don’t be proud.
Be gentle and patient.”

Colossians 3:12, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Kindness—Showing others they are 
valuable by how you treat them

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

25 MINUTES 10 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

L A R G E  G R O U P
E N G A G E  K I D S ’  H E A R T S  T H R O U G H  A  D Y N A M I C  A N D  I N T E R A C T I V E  B I B L E 

S T O R Y,  W O R S H I P ,  A N D  P R AY E R  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  A  L A R G E  

G R O U P  S E T T I N G . 

AU D I O :  P L AY H I G H - E N E R GY M U S I C  A S  K I D S  E N T E R . 

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P

Host enters.

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  C O U N T D O W N

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E

O P E N E R
H O S T :  “Hi, everybody! I’m so glad you’re here! If you’re ready to ‘gear up’ for 
an adventure with us, then pump your fist in the air and give me a big, ‘Let’s 
goooo!’ Ready? One . . . two . . . three!”

H O S T  A N D  C H I L D R E N :  “Let’s goooo!”

H O S T :  “Excellent! This month, we’re finding out what it means to show 
kindness.

S L I D E :  V I R T U E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  T R A N S I T I O N  T O  V I R T U E

“Kindness is showing others they are valuable by how you treat them.

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  V I R T U E  T R A N S I T I O N  T O  T H E M E

“I know it feels so good when someone is kind to me! It’s important that we 
‘gear up’ and learn how to be kind, so that we’re always ready to [Basic Truth] 
treat others the way we want to be treated. We know that God is always 
there to help us—and we can see exactly what kindness looks like when we see 
how Jesus treated people.

“Now, I’ve got a question for you. How many of you have ever gone camping? 
Raise your hand. (Pause for response.) And how many of you have ever gone 
on a hike? (Pause for response.) That’s great! If you’ve spent time outside, you 
probably know that you have to ‘gear up’ with some special gear—like a tent, 
a camp stove, and those cool sticks to roast your marshmallows. I just love 
spending time in the great outdoors, don’t you?
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“We’ve got some pictures that we’ll put on the screen of some things you might see when you’re out in nature. But the 
pictures won’t show up all at once. Instead, it’ll be like a puzzle with one piece added at a time. When you think you 
know what the picture is, shout it out!

“Okay, let’s go!

AU D I O :  F U N  I N S T R U M E N TA L B LU E G R A S S  M U S I C

S L I D E S :  G A M E  I M AG E S  1 A - J  ( P I N E  C O N E )

Advance the slides, one at a time, so that the image gradually appears. Listen for the correct 
answer. When someone guesses the answer, celebrate and show the completed image on the 
screen before you move on to the next one.

S L I D E S :  G A M E  I M AG E S  2 A - J  ( B I R D)

S L I D E S :  G A M E  I M AG E S  3 A - J  ( S N A K E )

S L I D E S :  G A M E  I M AG E S  4 A - J  ( T E N T )

S L I D E S :  G A M E  I M AG E S  5 A - J  ( WAT E R FA L L )

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P

“That was so fun! You did a great job of guessing those pictures. I can’t believe we got them all! Give a friend a high-
five and get on your feet. Let’s get ready to sing, dance, and worship God together.”
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10 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

W O R S H I P
Worship Leaders enter as Host exits.

W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “I can’t wait to worship God with all of you today! Before we get started, let’s watch this.

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  L I V E  LO U D  V I D E O  F R O M  G E T R E E L

“We have a new song to sing today. It’s called ‘Your Love.’ God’s kindness makes us feel SO loved . . . and that makes us 
want to show love and kindness to others. Let’s thank God for being so kind to us. Sing along as you catch on.

AU D I O :  “ YO U R  LOV E ”  /  T R AC K  7  F R O M  MY L I F E  F O R  YO U

O P T I O N A L V I D E O :  “ YO U R  LOV E ”  L I V E  LY R I C S  O R  D A N C E  M OV E S  M U S I C  V I D E O

“Yes—God’s love is so good! As David prayed in Psalm 86:15: ‘Lord, you are a God who is tender and kind. You are 
gracious. You are slow to get angry. You are faithful and full of love.’ (NIrV) I can’t help but want to worship when I think 
about how amazing God’s love is. Let’s lift our voices and praise God now. Sing this with me.”

AU D I O :  “ H O W A M A Z I N G ”  /  T R AC K  6  F R O M  E V E RY T H I N G  TO  M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O :  “ H O W A M A Z I N G ”  L I V E  LY R I C S  O R  D A N C E  M OV E S  M U S I C  V I D E O
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25 MINUTES

B I B L E  S T O RY
S L I D E :  T H E M E  B AC KG R O U N D

Storyteller enters as Worship Leaders exit.

SETTING UP THE STORY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Hi, friends! This month we’re talking about kindness. Did you know that kindness is important to God? 
We know that kindness is important to God because we see it throughout God’s story. (Hold up Bible.)

“Of course, Jesus gave us the very best example of kindness. He showed us what it means to love God and love others 
with the way He lived His life, and the way He treated people. Today, we’ll take a look at three different times when 
Jesus showed kindness.

“Before we get started, though, I’m just curious—have you ever seen a picture taken with one of these instant cameras? 
It’s pretty cool because the picture prints out instantly, and it even has its own built-in frame. Here, let me show you!

AU D I O :  C A M E R A S O U N D

Take a picture of the kids with the instant camera. Give it time for the picture to appear. (Ad lib 
about how it always takes a little time.) Then hold up the picture so everyone can see.

“That’s a great picture!

Set down the picture.

“We’ll take a look at some other pictures—kind of like this one—that will help us see how Jesus showed kindness.

Set up the Polaroid®-style foam board “frame” on the stage floor. This foam board should have 
L-brackets or bookends attached to the back so that it stands up straight.

JESUS HEALS
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “One day, Jesus was teaching a crowd of people on a mountainside. When Jesus came down the 
mountain, there was a man who came up to Jesus and fell down at His feet. This man had a skin disease.

Worship Leader (or other helper) with bandages enters and gets in place behind the picture frame. 
He kneels, clasps his hands like he’s begging, and freezes in place.

AU D I O :  C A M E R A S O U N D

“The man said to Jesus:

Open the Bible to Matthew 8:2 (NIrV) and read.

“Lord, if you are willing to make me ‘clean,’ you can do it.” (NIrV)
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“This man was desperate to be healed. In those days, if you had a skin disease, you had to stay away from everyone—
even your own family. People were afraid they would get the skin disease just by being close to you. But when the man 
asked Jesus to heal him, Jesus didn’t send him away.

Open the Bible to Matthew 8:3 (NIrV) and read.

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing to do it,” he said. ‘Be ‘clean’!” Right away the man was 
healed of his skin disease. (NIrV)

“Right then and there, the man was healed!

Worship Leader/helper stands up joyfully and starts taking off the bandages as he exits the stage.

“Because of the kindness of Jesus, this man could now go back home and be with his family and friends!”

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “What do you say we look at another time when Jesus showed kindness?

“Jesus often spent time with people who were overlooked or considered unimportant back then . . . like children. Quick—
let me have a few of you come up here and get in the frame. Raise your hand if you want to do it.

Choose a few kids to come up and get in place behind the frame.

(To the kids) “Okay, now freeze!

AU D I O :  C A M E R A S O U N D

(To audience) “During this time in history, sadly, people didn’t really think of kids as being as important as adults. In 
fact, when some families brought their kids to see Jesus, His disciples stepped in to stop them. The disciples thought 
Jesus was way too important to spend His time with children. But listen to what Jesus had to say about that!

Open the Bible to Matthew 19:14 (NIrV) and read.

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t keep them away. The kingdom of heaven belongs to people like 
them.” (NIrV)

“Jesus loved children. He was kind to them! He took the time to bless them. Jesus showed everyone how valuable ALL 
people are—even those who might normally get overlooked.

(To the kids) “Thanks for helping, friends! You can unfreeze and go back to your seats.”

Dismiss the kid volunteers to their seats.

FRIEND OF SINNERS
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Let’s look at one more event from Jesus’ life that shows us how kind He was to others.

Pick up the foam board picture frame and set it on the tabletop.
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“There was a man named Matthew who was a tax collector. Who would like to play Matthew?

Choose an adult leader to come up onto the stage. Give him a fancy robe to wear, and guide him 
to stand behind the picture frame and cross his arms.

(To the leader) “Perfect. Annnnnnd freeze.

AU D I O :  C A M E R A S O U N D

(To audience) “Back then, tax collectors worked for the Romans, who were the enemy. They took money from their own 
people to give to the Roman government and then took extra to pay themselves—making themselves rich by taking 
from their own community! As you can imagine, most people wouldn’t want anything to do with a tax collector like 
Matthew.

“One day, Jesus stopped at Matthew’s tax collector booth and said, ‘Follow Me.’ Matthew must have been shocked!

Whisper to the leader to make the “Home Alone face” and freeze.

AU D I O :  C A M E R A S O U N D

“But he got up and followed Jesus. He was so happy that Jesus wanted to be his friend!

Whisper to the leader to smile, do two thumbs-up, and freeze.

AU D I O :  C A M E R A S O U N D

“Matthew even invited Jesus to dinner, along with some other tax collectors and other people who were looked down 
on for their wrong choices. The religious leaders were shocked by this, and they asked Jesus’ disciples why Jesus would 
eat with tax collectors and people they saw as sinners.

“Jesus heard what the religious leaders had said. He replied:

Open the Bible to Matthew 9:12-13 (NIrV) and read.

“Those who are healthy don’t need a doctor. Sick people do. . . . I have not come to get those who think they are right 
with God to follow me. I have come to get sinners to follow me.” (NIrV)

(To the leader) “Matthew, I can tell you’re so happy that Jesus was kind enough to be your friend! You can head back to 
your seat.”

Take the robe from the leader and dismiss him to his seat.

WRAPPING UP THE STORY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Jesus didn’t just spend His time hanging out with people who seemed important or had it all together. 
Instead, He gave His time and attention and help to people who were ignored, rejected, and overlooked.
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“As we’ve seen today, Jesus showed us what true kindness looks like. When we see how Jesus treated people, that 
makes US want to treat people with kindness too.

“Remember:

S L I D E :  B OT T O M  L I N E

“Jesus showed us how to be kind.

“Let’s pray and ask God to help us live like Jesus.”

S L I D E :  T H E M E  B AC KG R O U N D

P R AY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Dear God, thank You for the way You love us. Thank You for sending Jesus FOR us. Thank You for the 
way Jesus showed us how to be kind. Please help us to follow His example and to see the people around us who need 
love and kindness. Show us how we can share Your love with everyone around us. We love You, and we pray these 
things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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C L O S E R
Host enters as Storyteller exits.

H O S T :  “I love hearing about the way Jesus treated people! When Jesus showed kindness to people who were ignored 
and overlooked, He showed everyone what God is like. He made everyone feel valuable and important. He showed 
what it looks like to [Basic Truth] treat others the way you want to be treated. 

S L I D E :  B OT T O M  L I N E

“Jesus showed us how to be kind.

“Of course, the greatest act of kindness that Jesus did for us when He was here on earth was when He died on the 
cross for us. He paid the price for our sins so we could be forgiven.

“Now we can follow Jesus’ example by being kind to others. We should be on the lookout for people who are going 
through a tough time—people who might NEED some kindness. When you treat them with kindness, you’re not just 
making their day better. You’re sharing God’s love with them too!

Share a brief, age-appropriate example of a time when someone showed kindness to you when you 
needed it most.

“Our Memory Verse for this month is something that Paul wrote to the Colossian church, which we can find in Colossians 
3:12. Listen to this.

S L I D E :  M E M O RY V E R S E

You are God’s chosen people. You are holy and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy and kindness as if they were your 
clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle and patient. (NIrV)

“Isn’t that cool? We can ‘put on’ kindness like we’re putting on clothes! We can ‘gear up’ and be ready to show love to 
others. Now let’s read the verse together.

H O S T  A N D  K I D S :  You are God’s chosen people. You are holy and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy and kindness as 
if they were your clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle and patient. (NIrV)

H O S T :  “Awesome job! You can head to Small Group now and talk some more about how Jesus showed us how to be 
kind.”

Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AU D I O :  P L AY H I G H - E N E R GY M U S I C  A S  T H E  K I D S  E X I T.

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P




