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B I B L E  S T O R Y 

Jesus is born.

JESUS IS BORN                     
LUKE 2:1-7

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

“God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son.”       

JOHN 3:16, GNT

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

How do we know 
God loves us?

B O T T O M  L I N E

 God gave us Jesus.

B A S I C  T R U T H

God loves me.
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10 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL WORSHIP STORY GROUPS HOME

L A R G E  G R O U P 
E N G A G E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  H E A R T S  T H R O U G H  A  D Y N A M I C  A N D 
I N T E R A C T I V E  W O R S H I P ,  B I B L E  S T O R Y,  A N D  P R AY E R  E X P E R I E N C E  
I N  A  L A R G E  G R O U P  S E T T I N G .

WORSHIP
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Memory Verse Card” from Week One in Bible; instruments 
or music player; this month’s worship song, “Silent Night,” included in your 
monthly files; and “Happy Birthday, Jesus,” available on OrangeKidsMusic.com; 
Optional Dance Moves Videos for “Silent Night,” available in the Media Package 
if you subscribe or from OrangeKidsMusic.com, and “Happy Birthday, Jesus,” 
available from OrangeKidsMusic.com

   Worship Leader enters.

W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “Hello, friends! My name is [your name]. Can you guess 
what time it is? I’ll give you a BIG hint. We’ll sing and dance and say, ‘Thank You, 
God!’ That’s right, it’s time for worship! It’s my favorite thing to do! Can you tell 
me what we’re celebrating all month long?”

C H I L D R E N  A N D  W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “Christmas!”

W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “That’s right! At Christmas, we celebrate the best gift 
ever—Jesus, God’s Son. We know that God loves us because God gave us Jesus! 
How do we know God loves us?”

C H I L D R E N  A N D  W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “God gave us Jesus.”

W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “Yes, God gave us Jesus.  So stand up and sing!”

   Lead children in singing “Silent Night,” this month’s   
   worship song.

W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “Tell me, how do we know God loves us?”

C H I L D R E N  A N D  W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “God gave us Jesus.”

W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “That’s right! God gave us Jesus!  The Bible teaches us 
that ‘God (flat hand with thumb to forehead, pull down) loved the world (cross 
arms over chest) so much (pull hands away from each other) that he gave his only 
Son,’ (rock arms like a baby) John 3:16. (Open hands like a book.) Let’s say our 
memory verse together with the motions.

   Lead children to say the memory verse with the motions.

“Great job, friends! We know God loves us so much because God sent us Jesus! 
Let’s sing about that together.
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     Lead children in singing “Happy Birthday Jesus.”

“I’m so glad to know that God loves me  because God gave us Jesus.  [Transition]  And now it’s time to turn 
around, sit down, and shake the wiggles out (wiggle hands) so we can hear (cup hands behind ears) what the story’s 
all about!”

     Host enters as Worship Leader exits.

INTRO SKETCH
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Shiny decorations such as tinsel garland, jewel stickers, and mini ornaments; fun Christmas 
apparel, train whistle, and cardboard train costume from Week One

NOTE: The Host will wear fun Christmas attire with train costume and use a train whistle all month.

     Preset the Christmas train in the center of storytelling area.

     Host enters, wearing a Christmas attire and cardboard train.

H O S T :  (Move arms like a train.) “Chugga-chugga, chugga-chugga, chugga-chugga, chugga-chugga (pull hand down) 
choo-choo!

“Hi, friends! Welcome to [your environment’s name or story time]! My name is [your name]. Do you like my train? I put 
some fancy decoration on like these. (Describe and point to decorations.) It’s so sparkly and fancy!

“My train looks very fancy now! I think it’s time for a TRAIN RIDE!

     Blow the train whistle.

“Wait! I don’t know where I’m going yet. Hmmm . . . where should I go in this super-fancy train? (Pause to think.) I 
know! I can drive to a sparkly big castle! Or I can go to a super-fancy dinner! OR . . . I can drive to meet someone super 
important! (Pause.) THAT’S IT! I can drive this fancy train to meet someone super important at a sparkly castle to eat a 
super-fancy dinner! It’s the best idea ever!

“Today, our Bible story is about someone REALLY important. Let’s see if they go somewhere fancy. See you later!”

     Blow the train whistle.

     Storyteller enters as Host exits.
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STORY
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Joseph and Mary on Donkey,” “Baby Jesus,” and “Animal Faces” Activity Pages; cardstock; 
sound effects; cardboard boxes; brightly colored butcher paper or wrapping paper in a variety of colors; construction 
paper; jumbo craft sticks; scissors; packaging tape; utility knife; glue; Bible; and train whistle, train engineer costume, 
Christmas story train engine, and “Mary and Angel” train car from Week One; Optional Story Images and cardstock

     Preset the Christmas story train in the storytelling area. 

     Storyteller enters dressed like a train engineer and carrying a train whistle and  
     Bible.

S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Hello, friends! Merry almost Christmas! I’m [your name], and I can’t wait to tell you a true story from 
the Bible.

     Open Bible for children to see, then set it down.

“And our Christmas train will help us learn all about the true story of Christmas! Are you ready for a story? (Listen for 
response.) Fantastic! When I blow my whistle, I want everyone to say, ‘ALL ABOARD!’ Get ready!”

     Blow train whistle.

C H I L D R E N  A N D  S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “ALL ABOARD!”

     Kneel next to the “Angel and Mary” train car.

S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “The true story of Christmas begins with a young girl named Mary.

     Point to Mary in the picture on the train car.

(Option: Display Story Image W2 01)

“God sent an angel (point to angel) to tell Mary a very important message. The angel told Mary that she would have a 
baby and the baby would be named. . . (cup hand to ear to encourage children to respond) Yes! Jesus! 

“Not long after that, Mary and Joseph . . .

     Lift the flap on the “Joseph and Mary” train car to reveal Joseph.

“Had to travel to a town called Bethlehem. What kind of animal do you think Mary rode to Bethlehem? (Listen for 
responses.) Those are some great guesses! Mary may have ridden . . .

     Lift the flap to reveal Mary on a donkey.

“A donkey. 

(Option: Display Story Image W2 02)
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     Make the ASL sign for “donkey.” Hold thumb next to forehead and flap fingers   
     up and down twice.

“Can you do the sign for donkey (make the ASL sign for donkey) and say, ‘Hee-haw’?”

C H I L D R E N  A N D  S T O R Y T E L L E R :  (Make the ASL sign for donkey.) “Hee-haw! Hee-haw!” 

S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Good job! Now when Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, they needed to find a place to stay. And 
fast! Baby Jesus was about to be born! 

“Now tell me, is Jesus being born a little bit special or a BIG WHOLE LOT of special? (Listen for response.) YES! Jesus 
being born is a BIG WHOLE LOT of special, because Jesus is God’s Son! So where did Joseph and Mary stay? (Pause.) 

“Did they stay somewhere fancy, like a giant castle? (Pause.) Or somewhere not so fancy, like a stable where animals 
live? (Pause.) Yes, Mary and Joseph stayed in a stable where animals live. 

(Option: Display Story Image W2 03)

     Play “Chickens” sound effect. Pull chicken cutout from “Baby Jesus” train car and  
     slide craft stick into slit.

A U D I O :  Chicken (provided)

“What was that? What animal makes that sound? (Pause.) A chicken! That’s right!

     Play “Sheep” sound effect. Pull sheep cutout from “Baby Jesus” train car and   
     slide craft stick into slit.

A U D I O :  Sheep (provided)

“I hear another animal! What animal makes that sound? (Pause.) Yes, that’s a sheep! 
 
     Play “Cow” sound effect. Pull cow cutout from “Baby Jesus” train car and slide   
     craft stick into slit.

A U D I O :  Cow (provided)

“What animal makes that sound? (Pause.) Yes, that’s a cow! 

     Play “Baby” sound effect.

A U D I O :  Baby (provided)

“Wait. That’s not an animal. What makes THAT sound? (Pause.) Aww, it’s a baby!
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“Baby Jesus was born! 

(Option: Display Story Image W2 04)

“Mary wrapped Jesus in cloths and placed Him in a manger full of straw. Jesus, God’s Son, had been born! God gave 
us Jesus! 

“And that’s how we know God loves us! God gave us Jesus!  So when I ask you, ‘How do we know God loves us? , 
I want you to say, ‘God gave us Jesus!’  Let’s try it! How do we know God loves us?”

C H I L D R E N  A N D  S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “God gave us Jesus!”

S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Again! How do we know God loves us?”

C H I L D R E N  A N D  S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “God gave us Jesus!”

S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Yay! God gave us Jesus!”  [Transition]  Our story time is over (pick up and close Bible), but we’re 
not through. Let’s talk to God because God loves you!”

PRAYER
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Dear God, thank You for loving us so much that You gave us Jesus. Jesus is very special, because 
Jesus is Your Son! We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.

“Come back next time to hear more about the true story of Christmas. See you next time! Bye!”

     Host enters as Storyteller exits, carrying train whistle and Bible.

OUTRO SKETCH
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Cardboard train from Intro

     Host enters as Storyteller exits.

H O S T :  “Wow! Jesus wasn’t born in a fancy place, but Jesus is the most special gift ever! Because Jesus is God’s Son!

“I think I (point to self) got the story. Did you (point to children) get it? If you did, say, ‘Got it!’ Get it?” (Cup one hand 
behind ear.)

C H I L D R E N  A N D  H O S T :  “Got it!”

H O S T :  (Give two thumbs-up.) “Good! I don’t have to drive my train somewhere fancy for it to be special. So, ALL 
ABOARD!
     Blow train whistle.

[Transition]  “And now it’s time for more Bible fun. There’s more to learn. Come on, everyone!”

     Host dismisses small groups and exits.




