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TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

No Matter What
The Fall

Genesis 3
(Genesis 2:15-17; The Gospels) 

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

God loves us no matter what.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

“Here is what love is. It is not 
that we loved God. It is that he 

loved us and sent his Son to give 
his life to pay for our sins.”

1 John 4:10, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Love—Showing others how 
much they matter to you  

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
15 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. 
Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. 
Pray specifically for those kids who might be struggling with 
something they’ve done wrong. Ask God to help those kids 
understand that God loves them, no matter what they’ve 
done and no matter how they feel about what they’ve done. 
Pray that kids would feel the impact of that kind of love.

EARLY ARRIVER
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Offering container, Play-Doh®, paper plates

W H AT  Y O U  D O :  
• Greet kids by name as they arrive.
• Invite those who have an offering to place it in the offering container.
• Pass out some Play-Doh and a plate to each kid.
• Let them shape their Play-Doh into something that describes an event or

something that happened from this past week.
ú For example, a kid might shape his dough into a ball to represent a

soccer game he played this week.
• As they finish, allow time for them to share their creations and their stories

with the group.

M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to share

and collaborate with others while

growing their understanding
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

M A D E  T O  I M A G I N E
an activity that promotes empathy and 

facilitates concrete application through 

role-play and reenactment 

*  A LOVE THAT’S  NEVER-ENDING
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]  
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Pipe cleaners, straws, scissors

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Pass out a pipe cleaner and a straw to each kid.
• Set the scissors in the center of your Small Group area.

• Instruct kids to lay their pipe cleaner in front of them on the floor or table
and to hold their straw.

• Review the Bible story using the following key points:
ú God made Adam and Eve and gave them the world to take care of. God

created them out of love.
ú God gave them one rule, to not eat the fruit of one tree. Instead of

trusting God, Adam and Eve broke that rule. They hid from God.
ú There were several consequences to the choice Adam and Eve made.

They were banned from the garden. Growing food would be difficult.
Family relationships would now sometimes be hard. And the worst
consequence, one day Adam and Eve would die.

ú Even though their choice had broken that relationship, God deeply loved
Adam and Eve. God already had a plan to fix that broken relationship
once and for all by sending Jesus.

• Instruct the kids to cut their straws in half, then cut each half into three
pieces for a total of six pieces.

• Show the kids how to thread their straw pieces onto their pipe cleaners.
• Once they have all six pieces on their pipe cleaners, help each child secure

their pipe cleaner around their wrists to make a bracelet.
• The ends of pipe cleaners can be sharp. Make sure you secure them so the

metal doesn’t poke their wrists.
• Hold up a completed bracelet for the kids to see. Point out how it makes a

circle that never ends using the dialogue below.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“What shape does this bracelet make? (Pause.) That’s right, it makes a circle. 
Just like there is no beginning and no end to this circle, there is NO end to 
God’s love for you. God will always love you. Nothing you do or don’t do, no 
amount of mess-ups, can change God’s love for you. God loves us no matter 
what. I’m so glad God’s love for me isn’t based on what I do! It’s based on how 
good God is because God IS love. 

“You’ll notice there are six straw pieces on these bracelets. As you wear them 
this week, you can tap each ‘straw bead’ (tap each piece on your bracelet or a 
kid’s bracelet as you say each word of the Bottom Line) as you say, ‘God loves 
us no matter what!’ Let’s practice that together. Point to each bead on your 
bracelet and say it with me. God loves us no matter what!”
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( *A  LOVE  THAT’S  NEVER-ENDING,  CONTINUED)
[Make it Personal] (Tell your few about a time you messed up and knew for sure, even as you failed, that 
God loved you. If you can, select a story from your own childhood. If not, remember to keep your story age-
appropriate.) 
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MADE  TO  P LAY
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and/or 

working as a group

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

ROLL IN’  ROLL IN’  ROLL IN’  VERSE
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]  
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Bible marked at 1 John 4:10, a 
playground ball

W H AT  Y O U  D O :

• Guide the kids to sit together in a circle.
• Invite a volunteer to open the Bible to 1 John 4:10.
• Review the verse together.
• Hand the ball to the kid on your left.
• Ask that kid to roll the ball to a kid across the circle, who will then roll it to

another kid, continuing like that as the group repeats the verse together.
• Facilitate this and say the verse aloud with your group since it’s a long one.
• Repeat as time and interest allow.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“Whew! That is a pretty long verse, but every bit of it is important! How do we 
know God loves us no matter what? Because God sent Jesus to give His life 
and pay for our sins. By dying on the cross and defeating death, Jesus took on 
the punishment for sin—all the wrong things we do. He made a way for us to 
have a friendship with God forever! And because God sent us Jesus, we can 
know that God loves us with a no-matter-what kind of love! Say it with me one 
more time. God loves us no matter what.”
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MADE  TO  RE F L EC T
an activity that creates space

for personal processing

and application

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

PRAY AND DISMISS
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]  
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Pipe cleaner bracelets from “A Love 
That’s Never-Ending”

W H AT  Y O U  D O :  
• Instruct the kids to tap the beads on their bracelets one

at a time and say, “God loves us no matter what.”
• Encourage the kids to wear the bracelets all week long to remind them of

this important truth.
• Close in prayer.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“God, You are an awesome God. You made us, and You LOVE us. You love us 
when we do the right thing, and You love us when we mess up, too. Can You 
help us remember that this week? And when we do mess up, will You help us 
say we’re sorry to You and the people we’ve hurt? Thanks for the never-ending, 
no-matter-what way You love us. Help us love You and the people around us, 
too. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to show off their pipe cleaner 
bracelets as they point to the beads and say, “God loves us no matter what.”




