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RUL ESRUL ES
PLAY WELL.

FINISH STRONG.FOR LIFEFOR LIFE

W E E K S M A L L  G R O U P

J A N U A RY  2 0 2 1

TWO PRETEEN

T O D A Y ’ S  B I B L E  S T O R Y

Give It Away
Bigger Barns

Luke 12:13-21

T O D A Y ’ S  K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

What do you have
that you can share?

T O D A Y ’ S  B O T T O M  L I N E

Share what you have.

MONTHLY  MEMORY  VERSE

Suppose you can be trusted
with something very little.

Then you can also be trusted
with something very large.

Luke 16:10a, NIrV 

M O N T H LY  L I F E  A P P

Responsibility—Showing you
can be trusted with what is

expected of you

B A S I C  T R U T H

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
15 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

Before kids arrive, pray that you would have everything you 
need to help your kids connect with today’s main idea of 
sharing what we have with others, even when it’s hard. Ask 
for wisdom and patience as you connect with your kids and 
guide them through the activities and discussions.

J U S T  F O R  F U N
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Two-Finger Charades” Activity Page W H AT  Y O U  D O :  

• Give kids a pump of hand sanitizer before starting the game.
• Invite kids to play a game called “Two-Finger Charades,” in which they will 

only use their first two fingers to demonstrate an action for the others to 
guess.

• Demonstrate a “Two-Finger Charade” by “walking” your two fingers across a 
table or the floor then ask kids to guess the action. They should recognize it 
as “walking.” 

• Tell them that each action they will be using their fingers to demonstrate is
something that involves the use of our legs such as walking.

• Choose a kid to begin and give them one of the “Two-Finger Charade”
cards.

• Let them act it out using only their first two fingers and without speaking.
• Award a point to the first kid who guesses the action correctly.
• Repeat until each kid has had a turn.
• If time allows, let kids come up with more ideas to act out.

M A D E  T O  P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning 
through following guidelines and/or 

working as a group
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M A D E  T O  I M A G I N E
an activity that promotes empathy and 
facilitates concrete application through 

role-play and reenactment 

T A K E  A  S N A P S H O T
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]  
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Dare to Share” Activity Pages, pens, 
wide ribbon, tape

W H AT  Y O U  D O :

• Provide kids with a pump of hand sanitizer before
beginning this activity.

• Give each of the kids a pen and a blank “Dare to Share” card cut from the
Activity Page then ask them to write on the card one thing they’d really like
to have.

• As kids work, tape the ends of a 6-foot length of wide ribbon to the floor to
create a line.

• On one end of the ribbon, write the word “EASY” and on the other end
write the word “HARD.”

• Collect the cards kids filled out then mix them in with the pre-printed “Dare
to Share” cards from the Activity Page.

• Place all the “Dare to Share” cards face down near the line of ribbon.
• Let the kids take turns taking a “Dare to Share” card from the top of the

pile, reading it, and then placing it on the line according to how easy or hard
it would be for them to share or give away that item.

• As more cards are added, kids can rearrange the order as needed.
• Encourage kids to discuss why some things are harder to share than others.
ú Out of all the things on the “Dare to Share” cards what would you say is

the hardest thing for you to share? What’s the easiest? Why?
ú Point to one of the “Dare to Share” cards. Who do you know (not

yourself!) that would benefit if this gift was shared with them?
ú Do we need to have a lot in order to share a lot? Why or why not?
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M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the oxygen
in the brain and taps into the energy

in the body

B I B L E  S T O R Y  E X T E N S I O N
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Bible

W H AT  Y O U  D O :

• Stand in the middle of the room and ask kids to arrange
themselves around you in the shape of a square.

ú This will represent the barn in the parable Jesus told in Luke 12:16-21.
• Tell kids to remember who is on their left and right.
• Ask the kid who is directly in front of you to answer one of the review

questions from the list below (or other questions pertaining to the story).
• Step out of the “barn” and move to another part of the room as kids remain

in place.
• Tell kids that you will call out someone’s name then they will have 10

seconds to build another barn (square) around you that is slightly bigger—
meaning, a few more inches between them and the person next to them.

• The kid whose name you called should face you for this round then the
remaining kids must regroup so they are standing next to the same kid as
earlier.

• Ask the kid facing you the next review question then, once again, move to a
new place in the room, call out another kid’s name then allow 10 seconds for
kids to build another barn slightly bigger each time, until you run out of space.

Review Questions:
ú What is a parable?
ú What was the problem the man had in the parable?
ú What was the man’s solution for handling all his extra stuff or crops?
ú Who or what was the man focused on?
ú What did God call the man in the story?
ú Why do you think God called the man a fool?
ú Define “fool.”
ú What would you say is the main point of this parable?
ú What were some options the man might have had to deal with his

growing amount of stuff rather than building more barns?
ú No matter who we are or how much we have, what is something we all

have that can be shared with others? 

• Bring kids together and go more deeply into the Bible story through
discussion. Use the questions below to start and guide the conversation.
ú Does this parable only apply to people with tons of stuff? Why or why not?
ú If we believe that everything we have comes from God, how should that

change the way we feel about sharing our stuff?
ú Besides money or tangible possessions (stuff you can hold) what else

does God give us that we can share with others?
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( B I B L E  S T O R Y  E X T E N S I O N ,  C O N T I N U E D )
ú Being responsible is the opposite of being a fool. What are some ways we can show responsibility when it

comes to the things God has allowed us to have?
• Challenge kids to look up Luke 12:16-19 this week and count how many times the rich man said the words “I” or

“my.” Then, count how many times he said anything about helping others or giving back to God. What can they
learn from what the rich man was focused on?
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M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to share
and collaborate with others while

growing their understanding
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25 MINUTES
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D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
Ask:
• How much is enough when it comes to the stuff you

have? Is the answer the same for everyone or different for each of us?
• Describe the characteristics of someone you’d call “foolish.” (no names)
• What’s the main difference between being responsible with the things

God has given us or being foolish?
• Would you say it’s easier to be the GIVER or the RECEIVER when it comes

to sharing? Why is it hard for some people to accept the help of others?
• How can we share with others without making them feel embarrassed or

less important?
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M A D E  T O  R E F L E C T
an activity that creates space

for personal processing
and application

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

M A K E  I T  P E R S O N A L  W I T H  P R A Y E R 
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Pom Poms

W H AT  Y O U  D O :  

• Remind kids that no matter how much or how little we
have, we always have something we can share with

others. But sharing does not come easy for most of us and is often not on 
our radar. 

• Encourage them to ask God’s help in being aware of needs around them and 
willing to share wherever they can.

• Tell kids to pick the color of pom pom that best fits the way they would finish the
following sentence:
ú “This week I need God’s help to share . . .

• My time (point to a RED pom pom)
• My money (point to a BLUE pom pom)
• My talents (point to a YELLOW pom pom)
• My possesions (point to a PINK pom pom)

ú Allow kids a few minutes to share any details they’d like about their choices then 
encourage a couple volunteers to pray aloud for themselves and others in the 
group

• Close in prayer. 

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“Dear God, it’s so easy for us to hold on too tightly to the things we have. Help 
us to let go when we see others in need and be willing to share what we have. 
You have given us so much—even Your own Son to die in our place. Help us to 
look for and not ignore opportunities to share what we have with others. Amen.”




