JUNE 2020, Week 4

Reach Out I’'ll Be There

Bible Story: Reach Out I'll Be There (Peter Goes to the House of Cornelius) « Acts 10

Bottom Line: Knowing Jesus changes the way you see others.

Key Question: What are some ways people are different from each other?

Memory Verse: Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being sure of what we do not see.
Hebrews 11:1 (NIrV)

Life App: Faith—Trusting in what you can't see because of what you can see

Basic Truth: | should treat others the way | want to be treated.

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large
Group setting.

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter.

CG: Theme Slide

Host enters.
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Welcome

Host has lots of energy as he or she welcomes everyone to [Name of Environment]. Host is relatable and
inviting. Host can talk about something that happened culturally throughout the week like a big sporting event
(NBA and NHL Finals), movie opening, a viral video on YouTube, etc. Host tells them how excited he or she is
that they’re there and briefly runs through what they can expect. This is especially helpful for first-time guests
to make them feel like they know what’s happening.

Opener

HOST: “What’s happening, everyone?! We have such a good day in store for you. Are you ready to focus?
That'’s right. All month long we’ve been trying to figure out how we can focus and take a closer look at all that
God is doing in the world. And to help us focus, we have a crazy game unlike anything we have ever tried
before. So we have some amazing Small Group Leaders. They're pretty awesome, right? Many of them you
see from week to week, and so, well you kind of get used to them. But what if something changed on them and
you didn’t even notice it? Well, maybe you need to take a closer look.”

Can | have my five leaders come to the stage?

Host brings up Small Group Leaders from the image. They go
back stage to get ready. They line up in the order of their photos
but do not come on stage until the Host calls them out.

“Earlier today, we took photos of five of your leaders. Since that photo, each leader has changed one thing
about him or herself. I'll put up a picture of a leader one at a time and give you 15 seconds to look at the
picture. Then the picture on the screen will go off, and the leader will step up on stage. The first person to spot
the difference wins a prize. Raise your hand and I'll call on you. Get it? This should be fun!”

CG: Leader Photos 1-5

Do in order with however many leaders you took pictures of
beforehand.

“(After the game) That was so much fun! Your focus is on point today! Now let’s stand and worship together!”
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Worship

Communicator enters Worship Leaders exit.

COMMUNICATOR SCRIPT

INTRODUCTION
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TRUTH

COMMUNICATOR: “We continue God’s Big Story in the book of Acts. You might remember that Acts was
written by a doctor named Luke. He shares the events that happened immediately after Jesus died and rose
again and sent His followers out into the world with the mission to spread His message. That mission started
small with telling those living locally to them in Jerusalem. But then the message spread further to places
throughout Judea and Samaria, and eventually to areas outside Israel.”

“Now before we get into the story, here’s something important to understand. Way back near the beginning of
the Bible, in the book of Genesis, we read how God called a man named Abraham and promised to make his
name great and to make a great nation through him. Abraham eventually had Isaac, who eventually had
Jacob. Jacob’s name was changed to Israel after an interesting wrestling match with God, and the twelve sons
that came from Jacob, or Israel, grew into tribes. God truly had taken one man, Abraham, and made an entire
nation out of him. God called the nation of Israel to be His special nation. This meant they would live differently
from other people groups in the area. This included what they ate, what clothes they wore, how they
worshipped, who they associated with, and the laws they followed. The people of Israel, or Israelites, stood out
from the non-Israelites around them. Those non-Israelites were called Gentiles.”

“A Gentile was a non-Israelite or a non-Jewish person. And the Gentiles and Jews couldn’t have been more
different than each other. They lived differently. They ate differently. They worshipped differently. They were
just DIFF-ER-ENT. And Jewish people were expected not to hang out with Gentiles.”

“And that is where we begin today.”

“(Read directly from Acts 10:1-2, NIrV) ‘A man named Cornelius lived in Caesarea. He was a Roman
commander in the Italian Regiment. Cornelius and all his family were faithful and worshiped God. He gave
freely to people who were in need. He prayed to God regularly.”

“So ... we have this guy named Cornelius . . .”

CG: Graphic Novel Slide 1 - Cornelius zoomed in face
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“In other words, Jesus opened the door for everyone . . .”

Communicator opens (pretends to open) the door on the
doorframe and walk through.

“.. . to come in through faith. Jew or Gentile. All are welcome.”

“While Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit came and filled those in Cornelius’ house. Surely for Peter, the
scene must have resembled Pentecost back in Jerusalem. The Jewish believers that came with Peter were
amazed because of what God was doing even though these were Gentiles. Something new was happening! It
was an amazing scene as these Gentiles put their faith in Jesus and were baptized.”

CG: Graphic Novel Slide 10 - Peter baptizing Cornelius

“If you remember back at the beginning of the story, we said that God called Abraham to be a great nation. The
main reason God formed that nation, the nation of Israel, was to be His partner in reaching the world. God told
Abraham that He would bless him and that through him and the nation that would come from him, ALL
NATIONS would be blessed. God’s dream has always been to have all nations—all people—in a relationship
with Him. These events at Cornelius’ house may be some of the clearest examples we have of this, for sure.
And here’s the thing, it was just getting started.”

APPLICATION

COMMUNICATOR: “During the intro, we looked at a few bitter sports rivalries. One we mentioned was the
Yankees and Red Sox. Back in the mid-2000s, there was a crazy story that came out of that rivalry. You may
have heard about the Red Sox improbable comeback in the playoffs against the Yankees after being down
three games to none. But what you might not know is that one of those Red Sox players, Johnny Damon, who
helped orchestrate that comeback, became a Yankee just a year later! This was a shock to both sides really
because these two sides were such rivals!”

“Can you imagine that first day that Damon walked through the door of that Yankees locker room as a Red Sox
player now wearing the pinstripes of a Yankees uniform? That probably took some getting used to, not only for
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him but also for his teammates. But the fact is they were baseball players, and the common bond was
baseball.”

“I'd like to say that after this moment at Cornelius’ house with Peter everything from here on was peaceful with
everyone getting along. But the truth is some of the Jewish people had a really hard time accepting the
Gentiles, and some Gentiles had a really hard time with the Jewish people. But in spite of their many
differences, the one common bond they all had was this . . .”

Walk through the doorframe.

“Jesus. They were welcomed in and through Jesus and Jesus alone. Jesus is what they had in common, and
He is enough.”

“My guess is that you have found yourself in a situation—maybe even at church—where you feel really
different than somebody else. And sometimes those differences can drive us apart. But the beautiful thing is:
no matter where we are coming from, no matter what our stories are . . . all of us are welcomed in and through
Jesus (walking through door). He is what we have in common, and He is enough!”

LANDING

COMMUNICATOR: “Today as head back to Small Group, think about this:

CG: Key Question Slide

“What are some ways people are different from each other? We can'’t help it. God made each of us unique.
So think about the ways each of us is unique. Consider how some of those difference might keep us from
being friends with each other. But also think about this: how does knowing Jesus help us overcome those
differences? How can you work together to still be friends even when you’re different? If you're having a hard
time answering these, don’t worry. You’ll get to chat more about it with your Small Group. As we head out, let’s
pray and thank God that Jesus makes it possible for everyone to be part of His family. Let’s pray.”
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Communicator leads group in a prayer related to what they just
heard. After prayer, Communicator dismisses kids to Small Group.

SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
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