MAY 2020, Week 5
Large Group, K-3

| Need to Know

Bible Story: | Need to Know (Philip and the Man from Ethiopia) « Acts 8:26-40

Bottom Line: Keep going even when you have questions.

Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we
don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NirV)

Life App: Determination—Deciding it's worth it to finish what you started

Basic Truth: | need to make the wise choice.

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large
Group setting.

Host enters.

Opener

HOST: “Hi, everyone! I'm so glad you’re here with us today in [your environment’'s name]. My name is [your
name], and we are definitely going to have some fun together!



MAY 2020, Week 5
Large Group, K-3

“All month we’ve been talking about what it means to have determination.

“Determination is deciding it's worth it to finish what you started.

“There are lots of times in life when we can feel stuck. We get frustrated or annoyed; we feel like giving up
instead of finishing what we’re supposed to do. In those times, God can help us find determination. He can
help us get UNstuck!

“I've got one more super-fun, sticky game for us to play today. It's an ‘all play’ that I like to call ‘Shake It Off’]

“Go ahead and stand up. For this game, each person in the room gets one sticky note. Your Leaders will hand
them out.

Give a pad of sticky notes to each Small Group Leader, and give
the Leaders some time to pass out one sticky note per kid. (The
Leaders should play, too.)

“As you get your sticky note, go ahead and stick it on your shirt. When you have one, raise your hand.

Wait until all hands are raised.

“All right—good. You can put your hands down. | see that all of you now have a sticky note on your shirt, which
is perfect. When | say, ‘Go,” the music will start, and you’ll DANCE until you shake it off! I'll play, too. (Stick a
sticky note on your shirt.) Once your sticky note falls off, you can have a seat. Let’s try it! Ready, set, go!
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Dance around the room, giving commentary and encouraging the
kids. This isn’t a competition—just a fun game everyone can play.
If it goes really quickly and everyone’s sticky notes fall after just a
few seconds, you can play multiple rounds (as time allows).

“Wow—great dancing, everyone! That was so fun! Let’s keep those moves going as we sing and praise God
together.”

Worship Leaders enter as Host exits.

Worship

Storyteller enters as Worship Leaders exit.

SETTING UP THE STORY

STORYTELLER: “Hello, everyone! Today we're picking up God’s Big Story with a man named Philip.

Stand behind the Philip costume on the clothesline.

“The church was growing quickly after people heard that Jesus died and came back to life. Philip had a job just
like Stephen—the man we talked about last week. He had been chosen to help new believers who needed
food or special care.

Move back to center stage.

“Unfortunately, after Stephen was killed, the religious leaders became even more bold in going after people
who followed Jesus. They were led by a young man named Saul. Saul was known for the terrible way he
treated followers of Jesus.
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WRAPPING UP THE STORY

STORYTELLER: “Both Philip and the Ethiopian official had continued to be faithful and look for God’s
plan—even when they couldn’t see the full picture. And the story of Jesus continued to spread across the
world!

“Do you think Philip might have had some questions when the angel showed up and told him to go on a trip?
(Pause.) Yep. He probably did. But he kept going anyway. The Ethiopian official was reading the words of the
prophet Isaiah, and he didn’t understand who he was reading about. Do you think he had questions? (Pause.)
You bet he did! But he asked questions to try to find the answers he needed.

“We all have questions from time to time. With determination, we can keep going—even when we don’t fully
understand. Here’s what we need to remember:

[Bottom Line] “Keep going even when you have questions.

“Let’s pray.”

Pray

STORYTELLER: “Dear God, there are so many times when we have questions and we’re not sure about the
answers. When that happens, help us to trust You. Help us to be brave enough to ask questions so we can try
to understand—just like the Ethiopian official did. Help us to keep going even when we can’t see the whole
picture. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”

Host enters as Storyteller exits.

Closer

Optional: Place Today’s Story Image on your timeline.
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HOST: “The man from Ethiopia didn't understand what he was reading when he was riding in his chariot. But
he didn't stop reading. He didn't stop asking questions, either. He asked Philip to help him understand.

“It turns out the man was reading words from Isaiah that told about the Savior who was to come. Back in
December, we talked about Isaiah and his prophecy that God would send a Savior.

This would be a great time to point to the picture of Isaiah from
December Week 1, if you have a timeline posted in your room.

“Jesus was the Savior God had promised! (Point to Jesus on the timeline.) Many years later, Philip would use
Isaiah’s words to help the Ethiopian official understand—and sure enough, the official wanted to follow Jesus,
too!

“We can do this—just like the man from Ethiopia:

[Bottom Line] “Keep going even when you have questions.

“‘Don't be afraid to ask questions about God. After all, ALL of us have questions from time to time. God sees
things that we can’t see. He KNOWS things that we can’t always understand. When you try to understand
something about God for yourself, you ALWAYS [Basic Truth] make the wise choice.

“If you don't understand, ask someone. Ask a parent or grandparent, your Small Group Leader, or someone
else you know who follows God. Whenever you have questions, don’t keep them to yourself. God has put lots
of people in your life who can help you grow in your relationship with Him.

“I know a group of people who can definitely help you grow and help you talk through your questions. It's your
small group! Have fun in group; I'll see you later!”
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Dismiss kids to their small groups.



