MAY 2020, Week 4
Large Group, K-3

Bible Story: Keep Holding On (Stephen) « Acts 6:1-7:60

Bottom Line: Keep going because God knows the end of the story.

Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we
don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NirV)

Life App: Determination—Deciding it's worth it to finish what you started

Basic Truth: | can trust God no matter what.

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large
Group setting.

Host enters.

Opener
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HOST: “Hey, everybody! It's a great day to be in [your environment’s name]. My name is [your name], and I'm
so glad you're here!

“Sometimes, in life, we can feel a little stuck. (Pretend that your foot is ‘stuck’ as you try to take a step.) Things
might get challenging or confusing, or just plain hard. But there’s a way you can get UNstuck: if you have
determination!

“Determination is deciding it's worth it to finish what you started.

“The awesome thing is that God gives us the determination we need to see things through until the end.

“Guess what? I've got another sticky game to help us remember to have determination. | call it ‘Sticky Hand’!

Hold up one of the sticky hands.

“This is a game you’ll play with your small group, so first, let me give your Leaders their supplies.

Pass out a stack of index cards and a sticky hand (or two) to each
Small Group Leader.

“Everyone go ahead and circle up with your group. Leaders, you can go ahead and spread out your cards on
the floor in the middle of your circle.

“When | say, ‘Go,” you'll take turns passing around the sticky hand(s). When the sticky hand gets to you, you'll
use it to try to grab an index card—like this. (Demonstrate.) Each person gets three tries. Then you'll give the
sticky hand to the person next to you, and you’ll keep going around the circle until the music stops. If you
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successfully pick up a card, give it to your Leader. We'll see at the end how many cards your group can get as
a team.

“Are we ready? (Pause for response.) Let’s get started. Three, two, one, go!

SFX: Fun music

Walk around the room, giving commentary and encouraging the
kids. When you get the sense that every kid has had at least one
turn, stop the music and end the game.

SFX: Cut music (follow the Host’s lead)

Ask different groups how many cards they’ve gotten, but in a fun
(not super-competitive) way. Cheer for everyone and collect their
supplies.

“Wow! Great job, everyone! That wasn’t easy, but it sure looked fun! Let’s keep that energy up as we sing and
worship God together.”

Worship Leaders enter as Host exits.

Worship

Storyteller enters as Worship Leaders exit.

SETTING UP THE STORY

STORYTELLER: “Today we're picking up God’s Big Story by looking at the life of a man named Stephen.
Stephen lived when the church was just beginning—not long after Jesus died and came back to life.
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WRAPPING UP THE STORY

STORYTELLER: “Jesus had told His followers to love everyone and to show the world what God’s love looks
like. Through God’s power, Stephen continued to share God’s love all the way to his very last breath.

“We can [Bottom Line] keep going because God knows the end of the story. Even when things were
going so terribly for Stephen, he was able to keep going because he knew that God was with him.

“Remember:

[Bottom Line] “Keep going because God knows the end of the story.

“Let’s pray.”

Pray

STORYTELLER: “Dear God, it's so good to know that [Basic Truth] we can trust you no matter what. Even
when we don’t know the end of the story, we can keep going because YOU know the end of the story. Please

help us to have the kind of determination Stephen did to do what'’s right even when things around us are going
wrong. Thank You for loving us and for always being with us. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’
name, amen.”

Host enters as Storyteller exits.

Closer
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Optional: Place Today’s Story Image on your timeline.

HOST: “Stephen was determined. He trusted God. He decided to stand strong in what he believed.

“We don't always know how things will turn out. Sometimes we feel stuck because we feel like life just isn’t
going our way. But in ANY situation, we can trust God and remember that He knows the end of the story.

“‘Remember, you and | are part of God's Big Story. God has always had a big plan for an even bigger story.
Abraham, Moses, David, and all the people we read about in the Bible didn't know the end of the story. But
God does. He knows that the end of the story is good.

“‘Here’s what we need to remember today:

[Bottom Line] “Keep going because God knows the end of the story.

“When everything feels awful and you aren’t sure what to do, talk to God. Talk to an adult you trust about how
you'’re feeling. Don’t keep it to yourself. [Bottom Line] Keep going because God knows the end of the
story.

“You'll get to talk some more about that in Small Group. In fact, you can head that way right now. See you
later, friends!”

Dismiss kids to their small groups.
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