MAY 2020, Week 3
Large Group, K-3

Go the Distance

Bible Story: Go the Distance (Peter and John Are Taken to the Sanhedrin) « Acts 3:1-4.:21
Bottom Line: Keep going even when it gets tough.

Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we
don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NirV)

Life App: Determination—Deciding it's worth it to finish what you started

Basic Truth: | need to make the wise choice.

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large
Group setting.

Host enters.

Opener
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HOST: “Hi, folks! Welcome to another incredible day in [your environment’s name]! My name is [your name],
and I'm so excited you're here today. We’ve been talking about determination this month and how we can get

UNstuck!

“Determination is deciding it's worth it to finish what you started.

“It can be tough for us to get unstuck from some sticky situations, but God is always there to help us.

“I've got another sticky game for us today that | think you're going to love!

Pick up the box full of action figures.

“Our goal is to get these action figures to stick in the hula hoop net on the other side of the stage.

Two volunteers bring out the hula hoop with a “net” made of tape.
They stand a pre-determined distance from the tape line, and hold
the hoop between them. (These can be pre-selected adults, like
Worship Leaders, or you can recruit a couple of Small Group
Leaders to help in the moment.)

“But, to make things a little more interesting, you can'’t just toss them over. You've got to throw backward—like
this! (Demonstrate.) Pretty tough, huh? | wonder if any of us can successfully get one of our action figures to
stick to the tape. It'll be fun to try!

“If you want to play, go ahead and line up. If you want to watch, that’s totally cool, too. We’'ll go until everyone
that wants to play gets at least one throw.



“Let’s get started. Ready, set, toss!

SFX: Fun music
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Wait for kids (and Leaders) to come up to the stage. Have them
line up behind the tape line.

The two adults should hold the hula hoop in place while the kids
(and Leaders) try to toss the action figures backward into it—one
at a time.

Recruit a Leader (or two) to retrieve action figures that have
missed and bring them back to the starting line. That way you
won’t run out.

Keep things moving quickly while reacting to each throw (“So
close! Good try!”). If someone does ‘land” an action figure
successfully, cheer for them like crazy!

Make sure everyone in line gets to throw at least once. If no one is
successful the first time through, keep bringing the volunteers with
the net closer and closer to the throwing line until someone
eventually “lands” one that sticks.

“That was really fun! You all did great! Let’s give them a round of applause as they head back to their seats.

Dismiss the kids (and Leaders) to their seats.

“We've got a great story about determination coming up. But before we get to that, let’s all sing, dance, and

praise God with our worship team!”

Worship Leaders enter as Host exits.
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“The leaders saw how bold and brave Peter and John were. They realized that Peter and John were normal,
ordinary men; they didn’t have any special training to talk about God. The reason they were so brave was
because they had been with Jesus.

“The leaders were stuck. They couldn't say that the miracle didn't happen. Everyone could see that the man
had been healed. (Reference the kid who had been “healed”). So they gave Peter and John a warning never to
speak in Jesus' name again.

“But Peter and John replied:

Open the Bible to Acts 4:20 (NirV) and read.

“We have to speak about the things we’ve seen and heard.”

“The religious leaders couldn't find a reason to keep Peter and John in prison, so they let them go. (To Peter
and John) Let’s see you high-five, Peter and John. (Pause for response.)

“Let’s thank all our great actors for their amazing work today!”

Dismiss the volunteers to their seats.

WRAPPING UP THE STORY

STORYTELLER: “Peter and John went back to their friends and told them about everything God had done.

“Lots of people who had seen the healed man and heard Peter's message about Jesus put their faith in Him.
The number of people who had decided to follow Jesus had grown to about 5,000!
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“Things had been pretty tough for Peter and John. They were even thrown into prison—just because they were
telling others about Jesus. But they were able to have determination because they knew something
important—something that’s also true for us today.

“You can [Bottom Line] keep going even when it gets tough.

“Let’s pray and ask God to help us do that.”

Pray

STORYTELLER: “Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to be our Savior. Thank You for giving us the Holy
Spirit when we put our faith in You. It's so cool to see how Peter and John trusted You. They kept going, even
when it got tough, because they knew You were always with them. Please help us to have the kind of
determination they did. Help us to keep going no matter what. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’
name, amen.”

Host enters as Storyteller exits.

Closer

Optional: Place Today’s Story Image on your timeline.

HOST: “Peter and John were confident and bold! They were sure of what God wanted them to do. The Holy
Spirit gave them the courage they needed to take on tough things.

“You see, Peter and John knew it was their job to share the good news about Jesus. They knew that Jesus
was the One they had been waiting for—the One whom God had promised from the beginning.
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“Remember:

[Bottom Line] “Keep going even when it gets tough.

“When things get tough, you can decide to [Basic Truth] make the wise choice. You can choose to keep
giving your very best effort and decide to finish what you’ve started.

“For example, if you're ever tried to learn a musical instrument like piano, it seems like it would be so easy and
fun. But it’s actually really challenging—especially at first. You have to practice so much! But if you keep at it,
you’ll get better and better.

“The same is true for sports, like soccer or basketball. You have learn the rules and the basics before you can
really play your best. You have to do lots of warm-ups and other exercises, too. That can be tough!

“Sometimes things that you try might start out pretty easy and then get harder. When that happens—when you
get frustrated—don’t quit!

[Basic Truth] “Keep going even when it gets tough.

‘Remember, God is with you—whether you’re practicing piano or learning soccer. He’s also with you if you're
going through something tough at home or at school. He is with you always.

“Let’s take a look at our memory verse before we head to Small Group. It's Galatians 6:9. Can you say it with
me?

10
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“Let us know become tired of doing good. At the right time, we will gather a crop if we don’t give up, Galatians
6:9 (NIrV).

“Great job! Have fun talking with your group, and I'll see you later!”

Dismiss kids to their small groups.
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