MAY 2020, Week 4
Large Group, 456

Keep Holding On

Bible Story: Keep Holding On (Stephen) « Acts 6:1-7:60

Bottom Line: Keep going because God knows the end of the story.

Key Question: When were you scared but kept going?

Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we
don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NirV)

Life App: Determination—Deciding it's worth it to finish what you started

Basic Truth: | can trust God no matter what.

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large
Group setting.

Host enters.

Welcome

Host has lots of energy as he or she welcomes everyone to [Name of Environment]. Host is relatable and
inviting. Host can talk about something that happened culturally throughout the week like a big sports game,
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movie opening (Scoob, Artemis Fowl, efc.), a viral video on YouTube, etc. Host tells them how excited he or
she is that they’re there and briefly runs through what they can expect. This is especially helpful for first-time
guests to make them feel like they know what’s happening.

Opener

HOST: “Hey, everyone! What a great month so far, right?! | don’t know about you, but getting Unstuck has
been a ton of fun! And that fun continues RIGHT NOW with another sticky game. Now, we’ve had bubble gum,
and we’ve been up to our knees in slime! BUT, when | think of sticky, | think of the ultimate home improvement
tool. Do you know what I'm talking about? (Pause for responses.) That’s right, duct tape!”

“If you want something stuck . . . and you want that stuck something to not get unstuck . . . than turn to the duct
. . . duct tape that is. | call this one: Stuck to the Duct!”

CG: “Stuck to the Duct” Title Slide

“Before you ask, no, we won't be sticking any of you to the wall—though that did sound like fun. Instead, we
have a pretty unique challenge for two volunteers! Who is in?”

Choose two volunteers. Consider that they will be rolling around
on the ground when choosing them. Call them up to the stage and
introduce them to the rest of the kids. Have preselected Small
Group Leaders come up as well to help get the duct tape around
the kids.

“Alright, as our small group leaders are wrapping you up in duct tape—don’t worry! The sticky side will be
facing out—here’s how this works. When | say go, you will roll on the ground where | will have placed a large
amount of items. Some of these items are good (Give an example.) and you should try and get these to stick to
the tape, while some of these items are not so good (Give an example.), and you should do your best to avoid
these. At the end of 60 seconds, | will stop you and we’ll inspect what stuck to the duct. Whoever has more
good items stuck to their tape wins! Any Questions? Awesome!

“On your mark, get set, go!”
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Provide commentary during the game. Have the two small group
leaders watch to make sure that the kids aren’t bumping into each
other. After a while, call time and count up the good items and
subtract the bad items. Declare a winner and throw out the good
items to the crowd. Give a prize to the winner.

HOST: “That was a lot of fun! Now let’s all stand and worship God together!”

Worship
COMMUNICATOR SCRIPT
Communicator enters Worship Leaders exit, carrying a box
labeled “Amazing Prizes.”
INTRODUCTION

COMMUNICATOR: “Hey, everybody! So good to see you here today. Hey | have a question for you: how
many of you like sports? What sports do you like? Shout it out!

Pause for response and comment on some of the answers.

“That’s a lot of variety! Now, in my opinion—and maybe some of yours, too—one of the greatest things in
sports is a good comeback story. You know, those moments where it looks like a team is down and out with no
chance of getting the win. Yet somehow and in some way, against all odds, they somehow rally together and
win!”

CG: 2004 Boston Red Sox pile up on the pitcher’s mound
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“Take this group for example. You may have heard of the New York Yankees? Well, back in the 2004
American League Championship Series—the series that determines who goes on to the World Series—the
Red Sox lost the first three games in a best-of-seven series! Pretty rough. People didn’t think they had a
chance being down three games to none in the series, but that didn’t stop the Red Sox. They went out and
won the next four games straight to defeat the Yankees and move on to the World Series where, guess what,
they won!”

CG: 2016 Cavaliers

“Or maybe you’ve heard of a guy named Lebron James? Well, his Cleveland Cavaliers team in 2016 looked
way overmatched as they faced a Golden State Warriors team that set an NBA record by winning 73 regular
season games while only losing nine. That is insane! In the NBA finals, Cleveland found themselves down
three games to one. It was looking pretty automatic for the Warriors. But the Cavs went on to win the next
three games straight to win the first major championship for the city of Cleveland since 1964!”

CG: Super Bowl 51

“Some of you might remember this one. Just a few Super Bowls ago, the mighty New England Patriots were
getting destroyed—I mean absolutely destroyed—Dby the Atlanta Falcons. Nobody saw this coming. The score
at halftime was Falcons 28, New England 3! It was pretty bad. If it weren’t for the commercials, even more TVs
across America would have been turning off. But then something crazy happened. The Patriots started scoring
... alot. And the Falcons . . . well they never scored again. What was 28-3 at the half was 34-28 at the end of
the game. The Patriots actually won!”

“In all three of these stories, when it seemed like the ending was obvious, all of the sudden something changed
that blew us all away. We didn’t see it coming!”

TENSION

COMMUNICATOR: “Could you imagine if the Red Sox, after losing game three, just huddled up as a team and
decided, ‘Well, we know how this is going to go. Nobody has done this before. There is no reason to even play
game four. Let’s just go home and call it a season.” Or if the Cavaliers decided not to finish their series
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“Exactly! Where they go is exactly where Jesus said they would go in the first place. And as they go, they
continue to share the message of Jesus! In other words, Stephen’s death is not the END of the story, but it is
what drives the story forward!”

APPLICATION

COMMUNICATOR: “Like we said earlier, there are times where we believe that we know the outcome and we
might as well just give up.”

“Think about Stephen. He didn’t run away or hide from those that opposed him. Instead, he boldly stood up
and faced his fears, sharing the message of Jesus even though it cost him his life!”

“And then there is the church. Could you imagine if the church had just assumed this was the end and stopped
the mission right then and there? But because they didn’t assume the ending, the message of Jesus continued
to spread in powerful ways.”

“And then there’s you. Do you ever find yourself here? You know the right thing you should do . . . maybe
standing up for a friend who is being picked on or telling the truth when you know it could cost you, but you're
feeling scared to keep going. Remember, just because we think we know how it might end doesn’t mean that
we do. You never know how God might use your part of the story to write an incredible ending!”

LANDING

COMMUNICATOR: “Today as you go to groups, think about this question:”

CG: Key Question Slide

“‘When were you scared but kept going? Think about times both big and small when you were scared or
anxious or unsure of what was happening. You didn’t know the right decision or didn’t know if you’d be able to
keep going. If you're having trouble thinking about a moment, that’'s OK, too. You'll get a chance to chat about
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this in Small Group, too. Before you head there, let’s pray and thank God for always being with us. I'm so
thankful we can trust God no matter what! Let’s pray.”
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