MAY 2020, Week 3
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Go the Distance

Bible Story: Go the Distance (Peter and John Are Taken to the Sanhedrin) « Acts 3:1-4:21
Bottom Line: Keep going even when it gets tough.

Key Question: What keeps you from finishing what you start?

Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we
don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NirV)

Life App: Determination—Deciding it's worth it to finish what you started

Basic Truth: | need to make the wise choice.

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large
Group setting.

Host enters.

Welcome
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Host has lots of energy as he or she welcomes everyone to [Name of Environment]. Host is relatable and
inviting. Host can talk about something that happened culturally throughout the week like a big sports game,
movie opening (Scoob, Artemis Fowl, efc.), a viral video on YouTube, etc. Host tells them how excited he or
she is that they’re there and briefly runs through what they can expect. This is especially helpful for first-time
guests to make them feel like they know what’s happening.

Opener

HOST: “Hey, everyone! So good to see you here today! Are you all ready to get UNstuck?! Let’s get started
right away with a game. For this game | need . . . EVERYBODY! Some of the stickiest items we use at home or
at school are these: STICKY NOTES! | wondered how they might be used not for work, but for fun! | call this
game Target, Stick It, Post It!

CG: “Target, Stick It, Post It” Title Slide

“Here’s how it works: Each team will get several stacks of sticky notes of the same color. One team will be on
this side of the room, while this team will be on the opposing side. Your goal is to cross the center line with
ONE note and run to the back wall of your opponent, placing the sticky note in their target. However, if you get
tagged by anyone on the other team, you must run back to the other side and start again. So not only are you
trying to get your color sticky note to their target, but you are trying to defend them as well. Once a player posts
a note on the target, he or she is free to come back without being tagged. You'll have three minutes to get as
many sticky notes in the target as possible. The group with the most sticky notes wins! Any questions?”

Play the game for several minutes. Have a countdown to the end.
Count the number of sticky notes per side and declare a winning
side. Play again if time allows.

HOST: “(After) That was wild! Let’s all keep standing, as we head to worship and sing to our amazing God!”

Worship
Worship Leaders exit as Communicator enters.

COMMUNICATOR SCRIPT

Communicator enters, carrying a box labeled “Amazing Prizes.”
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TENSION

COMMUNICATOR: “And those were some really good quotes, too. ‘When you come to the end of your rope,
tie a knot and hang on.” Now that’s catchy. But let me ask you something: is that all it takes? | mean,
sometimes I'm think we’ll face a situation where a catchy motivational won’t really help us keep going. We
might need something more. | mean, what happens when nothing we try to help motivate us to keep going
works? What then? | think we’ll all face times when we’ll need something more than a catchy phrase.
Thankfully, we all have access to something more than a catchy phrase. Let's check out a moment found in the
New Testament when some of Jesus’ disciples needed some major help to finish what they started.”

TRUTH

COMMUNICATOR: “For a couple weeks now, we’ve been looking at true stories from the book of Acts. Acts is
near the beginning of the New Testament. A doctor named Luke recorded the events of how Jesus’ followers
took His message and began to spread it to the ends of the earth. Last week, we saw how God sent His Holy
Spirit, whom Jesus had promised while He was still with His disciples to empower them for the great mission
He had for them. As we pick up the story today, the apostles are still in Jerusalem, spreading the message of
Jesus, but not everybody is happy about this. Let’'s check it out.”

“(Read directly from Acts 3:1-2, NIrV) ‘One day Peter and John were going up to the temple. It was three
o’clock in the afternoon. It was the time for prayer. A man unable to walk was being carried to the temple gate
called Beautiful. He had been that way since he was born. Every day someone put him near the gate. There he
would beg from people going into the temple courtyards.”

CG: Graphic Novel Slide 1

“This man probably had a very similar day each day: dropped off at the temple, beg for money, picked back up,
repeat the next day. I'm guessing he is also used to people saying no to him or even ignoring him. Not today
though.”

“(Read directly from Acts 3:3-5, NIrV) ‘He saw that Peter and John were about to enter. So he asked them for
money. Peter looked straight at him, and so did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” So the man watched them
closely. He expected to get something from them.”
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NIrV) ‘We have to stop this thing. It must not spread any further among the people. We have to warn these
men. They must never speak to anyone in Jesus’ name again.”

“And that is exactly what they said to Peter and John . . .”

CG: Graphic Novel Slide 12

“They threatened them. They commanded them to never speak or teach in Jesus’ name. Wow. If this is the
case, sharing the message of Jesus was going to be tough.”

CG: Graphic Novel Slide 13

“Look at Peter and John’s response. (Read directly from Acts 4:19-20, NirV) ‘But Peter and John replied,
“Which is right from God'’s point of view? Should we listen to you? Or should we listen to God? You be the
judges! There’s nothing else we can do. We have to speak about the things we’ve seen and heard.””

“The leaders didn't like this and gave them another warning. After that, though, thankfully Peter and John were
released from prison more ready than ever to spread the message of Jesus further!”

APPLICATION

COMMUNICATOR: “It's pretty amazing to see how bold Peter and John were in front of these powerful
authorities. It would have been easy for them to shrink back when the opposition came and just disappear for a
little while. But instead, they stood up for what they believed and spoke courageously about the message of
Jesus.”

“But how did they do it? Did Peter take a peek at the slip in his pocket that said, ‘When the going gets tough,
the tough get going,” and that motivational phrase was enough to push him through? | don'’t think so. The key
was at the beginning of chapter four, verse eight, as they were speaking to the authorities—‘Peter was filled
with the Holy Spirit.”
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“Peter and John’s boldness came from the power and presence of God in them, working through them to carry
out the mission they were on. They had started a mission, and through God’s strength in them, they were
going to finish it no matter what!”

“What's amazing is that we have the same power of the Holy Spirit in us to help us finish what we start. So
remember, when things get tough, the easiest thing to do is quit. But God can give us the strength to finish
what we started!”

LANDING

COMMUNICATOR: “Today as you go to groups, think about this question:

CG: Key Question Slide

“What keeps you from finishing what you start? Think about it. You may not face the same sort of thing
Peter and John did, but there will certainly be times when you run into opposition that might make you want to
quit what you’ve started. Finishing just seems too difficult. Maybe you started a new instrument and it has
gotten so difficult that you are frustrated every time you try and practice. Or it could be that you are trying out
for the school play but you just can’t seem to get the lines memorized.”

“Whatever you face, think about what’s keeping you from finishing. Once you realize what’s standing in your
way, you can ask God or talk to your friends about how you find the strength to keep going. Before you head to
groups, let’s pray and ask God to help us finish what we start. Let’s pray.”



