YAY W00-H0O

WEEK FIVE - DECEMBER 2019

Bible Story: Led by the Light = Matthew 2:1-12

Bottom Line: You can find joy when you search for God.

Memory Verse: “Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. | will say it again. Be joyful!” Philippians 4:4
Life App: Joy—Finding a way to be happy, even when things don’t go your way

Basic Truth: / need to make the wise choice.

Summary: In Matthew 2:1-12, we see how the announcement of Jesus’ birth was far-reaching. Wise men
from the East saw a star that set them on an adventure to find a promised King of Israel. When they finally
found Jesus, they worshipped Him as king. God protected Jesus and the Wise Men from Herod’s plot to Kkill
Jesus.

ng that God is up to something bigger than she could have possibly imagined.

Bottom Line: You can find joy when you search for God. When we believe that Jesus is the promised One sent from
God to rescue us from our sins, we become part of God’s story. That story isn’t something we can keep to ourselves. It’s
a story we need to share with everyone.

9:00-9:10 | 10:30-10:40 - KIDS ARRIVE

(Providing Time for Fun Interactions)

1. Early Arriver Idea: Search and Find
Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on

"Je-sus loves me. experimentation and discovery
2 lap pats — 2 claps
Je-sus loves me. What You Need: “Search-and-Find Picture” Activity Pages,

2 lap pats — 2 claps

Jesus loves [child's name]
shout out the name

" markers

What You Do:



e Give each kid an Activity Page and a marker.
e Challenge kids to find and circle all of the items noted on the page.
e As they finish, they can color the page.

What You Say:
“What were some of the items you searched for and found on that picture? (Pause for responses.)
[Transition] Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll find out about something else we can search for.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.

9:10-9:35 | 10:40-11:05 - LARGE GROUP

Bible Story - INTRO, Story, OUTRO Videos (whatever works best for your few)
Worship SONGS

9:35-10:05 | 11:05-11:35 - SMALL GROUP

(Creating a Safe Place to Connect)

2. Crown Phrases
[Memory Verse Activity]
Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: “Crown Phrases” Activity Pages

What You Do:
e Give each kid a crown phrase.
o If you have fewer than 10 kids, you can give kids more than one phrase, but make sure the
phrases are next to each other in order.
Tell kids to hold their crowns, with the words facing out, on their foreheads.
Challenge kids to stand in a line in memory verse order.
If they have some trouble with this, point out that the crowns are numbered in the bottom right
corner.
Once they’re in order, say the verse together.
Instruct kids to switch crowns and get themselves in order again.
Repeat as long as you have time and/or interest holds.

What You Say:



“The wise men in today’s story went on a search for Jesus, and they found Him! We can search for God, too,
and one of the ways we can do this is by talking about Him with people who are older and wiser. They can
help us know more about God and Jesus, and they can help us read and understand God’s Word, the Bible.
[Bottom Line] You can find joy when you search for God.”

3. Pray and Dismiss
[Prayer Activity]
Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Kids’ paper chains from the “Search in God’s Word” activity

What You Do:

e Tell kids to hold their paper chains.

e If you have time, ask kids to share which of this month’s Bible stories was their favorite. (Or which
part of the Christmas story is their favorite. Kids in this phase might not be able to remember where
one part of Jesus’ birth story stops and another begins.)

Guide kids to silently thank God for giving us His Word so we can search for and find Him in the Bible.
Close in prayer.

What You Say:

“Dear God, we thank You for giving us Jesus and for giving us Your Word. We are SO grateful that we can
search for You and find You in the Bible. We are so glad we can talk to You by praying to You. Help us to
remember that when we need You, we can always find You! Amen. Remember, [Bottom Line] you can find
joy when you search for God.”

As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about their paper chains and where they can search for God.



